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Set up relationship for myself

Suejin Shin.Ph.D(psychology of photography)

Although a person can not make his/her living without being accompany with others. his or her
particular life belong to himself or herself. The interaction with others tends to charge the daily
trifles at least and the road of life at most. Probably I choose one certain relationship with others,
but the network of relationship will produce a more complicated "mechanic" relationship than the
original one itself. Thus, in someway, the relationship is considered to be a kind of fate. No one can
separate himself of herself about that we keep away from the network of the relationship with other
people. Hence, the relationship is generally regards as the opposite position of different values like a
sword with two blades.

Byun, Soon Choel show the relationship between people by the stable status of human. "Couples” is
the works that he made from the people who are different races in their own places. As a
photographer from Korea. he lived in New York, experienced the barrier of different societies and
different cultures. So the works have us feel the sense of spaces exceeding the facts. The work also
gives us the embarrassing impression that we meet an unfriendly stranger in the difference of races
by observing the difference in the color skin, hair and eyes. No matter what kind of relationship
which is shown in the photos. they are showing different groups. They are couples with different
faces with each other.

Being couples is a kind of relationship based on the sense intimacy. which can not share with
anyone else. In the photos of Byun, Soon Choel, we can find obviously that they are showing their
intimacy, although they are different race with different looks. The color of skin is born. but it is
one's own choice to which he or she is with. Because they are together, people can find the
difference, but the eye contact is mysteriously similar to each other. The eye contact of sharing at
each, learning from each other, gazing the world outside, which resist the stereotype and prejudice,
which overcome the judge of value and become free. Since so, they are different.

Modern people are exhausted by the countless variable indefinable relationship. For modern people,
the spouse of lover is the only one fortress left which they do not keep distance in physical and
psychological way.

They share those things that they will ever not share with their parents, brothers and sisters. Thus
during the period they keep this kind of relationship, the power of their relationship is definitely
strong to all human being, the specially of this relationship is generally recognized. while, it is not
completely common because of the some reason. The difference of the people might be the symbol
of the endurance of loneliness after they com out from their mother's wombs.

Therefore, the work "Couples" by Byun Soon Choel make the rough, heavy theme - race into a
slender. sensitive, private topic. The people in the photos endure the conflicts and depressing things
in their daily life, while they also can be the neighbors around us by themselves or with some one
else.



